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who in the summer morning sat "combing their long hair
for death " in the passes of Thermopylae, have earned a more
lofty estimate for themselves than this one crew of modern
Englishmen.

In August, 1591, Lord Thomas Howard, with six English  5
line-of-battle ships, sis victuallers, and two or three pinnaces,
was lying at anchor under the Island of Florez.    light in
ballast and short of water, with half his men disabled by
sickness, Howard was unable to pursue the aggressive purpose
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on which he had been sent out.    Several of the ships' crews 10
were on shore: the ships themselves " all pestered and rom-
rnaging," with everything out of order.   In this condition they
were surprised by a Spanish fleet consisting of fifty-three men-
of-war.    Eleven out of the twelve English ships obeyed the
signal of the admiral, to cut or weigh their anchors and escape 15
as they might.    The  twelfth, the Revenge, was unable for
the moment to follow.   Of her crew of 190, ninety were sick
on shore, and, from the position of the ship, there was some
delay and difficulty in getting them on board.   The Bevenge